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Town Conservation Commissions 


by BILL DE SOUSA 

At our Annual Meeting I urged mem- 
bers of our Chapter to become acquainted 
with the members of their Town Con- 
servation Commissions. 

These commissions are in a position to 
perform great services in the towns of 
Connecticut. The commissions should be 
aware of the activities of The Nature 
Se vess and how they relate to 
conservation. 

In talking to our Conservation Com- 
missions we should make it clear that our 
organization is not competing with their 
conservation efforts, but we may be able 
to assist in reaching certain common 
conservation goals. 

The Nature Conservancy is not active in 
all fields of conservation or with respect to 
the many facets of the environmental 
crisis. We are concent ting on one im- 
portant aspect of conservation and en- 
deavoring to do an outstanding job in it. 
We are a national, non-profit membership 
organization whose primary objective is 
to acquire and protect outstanding natural 
areas. 

Nature Conservancy lands are available 
for scientific, educational and certain 
other non-destructive uses. They are 
under the jurisdiction of local caretaker 
committees who protect the areas and 
grant permission for their use. If there are 
Conservancy lands in our town we should 
let our Conservation Commissions know 
about them and the names of the persons 
in our Caretaker Committee. 

In the next issue of The Oak Leaf we 
plan to list our Connecticut Preserves by 
town with names of Caretaker Committee 
chairmen. 

Assistance is available to towns from 
The Nature Conservancy in their 
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programs to acquire land for conservation 
purposes. Advance acquisition under a 
Conservancy project can assure saving of 
a particular tract of land. The exact 
method for accomplishing this objective 
would depend on the particular cir- 
cumstances involved. 

Our Chapter can move promptly on land 
acquisitions through borrowing of funds 
with credit available from our National 
office. These loans have to be repaid 
through fund raising efforts, ap- 


propriations made by the town, or both. 

Elsewhere in this issue of the Oak Leaf 
the successful completion of the Peterson 
Gorge Project with the Town of Ridgefield 
is described. We are eager to participate 
in more projects of this sort. 


If your town is interested in a project to 
establish a natural area, our Chapter 
trustees and officers will be happy to meet 
with you and officials of your town to 
explore ways in which we may help. 
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Oak Leaf Sent Donors 


This issue of the Oak Leaf is being 
sent to persons who have contributed 
to the project to preserve the five-acre 
tract on Riversville Road in Green- 
wich. We are most grateful for their 
support in this project and extend a 
warm invitation to those who are not 
members of our chapter to join us. A 
progress report on the project under, 
Sargent 
Woodland,’’ appears on page one. 
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A Gift to the Earth> 


For Christmas this year, why not 
a gift to the earth? To save our 
planet’s surface life, the earth 
needs gifts just now. If the earth’s 
life is saved, our world can continue 
its gifts to us. 

With this thought in mind, no gift 
W toothers, whether family or friends, 
would do such double duty in the 
environmental crisis as a Nature 
Conservancy membership. It would 
give young people, longing to help in 
the crisis, a worthwhile field of 
activity. It would give adults, 
particularly landowners who love 
their land and want to preserve it as 
nature made it, a practical way of 
doing it. It would enlist young and 
old in the ranks of Conservancy — 


the organization whose total 


resources are spent in saving the 
land. 


Requests for memberships may 


be sent to the Connecticut Chapter 
office. Address at bottom of last 
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page. Enclose a Christmas card 
with your name for those to whom 
you give memberships, if you wish. 
Types of membership are: 


Annual Member... _ $5.00 
Sustaining Member......___ $10.00 
Contripatings 1073) 4° $25.00 
DPE Me A be Re sray o $50.00 
Guarantor), (o/0 yon $100.00 
04 hal 41) et A a $300.00 
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Members Vote 
Seven to Posts 


After hearing Dr. Robert Jenkins, newly 
appointed scientific advisor on the 
national staff, discuss a scientific in- 
ventory of the Conservancy properties 
and specific study of particular preserves, 
the annual meeting of the Connecticut 
Chapter at the Bartlett Arboretum, 
Stamford, Saturday, Oct. 24, elected of- 
ficers and trustees as follows: 

Chairman, G. William De Sousa, 
Westport; vice-chairman, Thomas A. 
Gaines, Stamford; secretary, Lawrence 
B. McFaddin, Westport; treasurer, 
Garrett Nevius, Hartford. 

Trustees elected were Robert Kunz, 
Mystic; Dorothy C. Goodwin, Storrs; 
Richard Goodwin, New London; Mrs. 
Richard Bowers, Old Mystic. Trustees 
continuing in office are Henry S. Beers 
and Dana Waring of Glastonbury, and 
past chairmen, Mrs. Agnew Talcott of 
Darien and Charles A. Clark of Green- 
wich. | 

The chairman also has appointed the 
following to one-year terms: Dr. William 
Niering, chairman, Scientific Committee; 
Georgia Hundley, membership secretary; 
Philip Smith, tax advisor; Newell Rogers, 
editor of The Oak Leaf; and Mrs. Thomas 
Gaines, publicity chairman. 


Members voted to approve 


modifications to the Chapter By-Laws 
described in the last Oak Leaf. The 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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Strategic Wolf Pit Mountain 
Is Protected Permanently 
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Wolf Pit Mountain Gift 


Overlooking beautiful Lake Lillinonah 
at a point where the wooded shoreline 
makes this hydroelectric reservoir 
reminiscent of secluded lakes in Maine, 
Wolf Pit Mountain in Bridgewater has 
been saved from the fate of the bulldozer 
by a gift from an anonymous donor. 

The gift has enabled The Nature Con- 
servancy to purchase the 56-acre area on 
which Wolf Pit Mountain rises in elevation 
from 300 to 700 feet. Originally orchard 
and pasture, the land has been reverting 
to northern hardwoods for many years. 

In Bridgewater on the east side of the 
lake, formed by a dam many miles down 
the Housatonic River, the wooded 
Shoreline below Wolf Pit Mountain is 
almost wholly unscarred by development. 


Members... 


(Continued from Page 1) 


modifications have been sent to the 
National Office for approval. 

Chairman De Sousa announced that 650 
acres had been added to Connecticut 
preserves in the last year. The chapter 
has saved 5,100 acres and retains 3,500 
acres of this land. 

The chairman also read the treasurer’s 
report, which was approved by the 
membership. He reported on new projects 
and the status of Chapter fund raising 
efforts. 

The address of Dr. Robert Jenkins, 
newly appointed scientific advisor of the 
Conservancy’s national office will be 
summarized in the next issue of The Oak 
Leaf. Members and guests had a picnic 
lunch followed by a walk through the 
natural areas of the Arboretum. 


G. William De. Sousa, chairman of the 
Connecticut Chapter of The Nature 
Conservancy, described Wolf Pit 
Mountain as a key addition to the Chap- 
ter’s program of preserving natural areas 
in Connecticut. 


John Sargent 
Woodland Near 
$40,000 Goal 


The project to preserve five acres of 
natural woodland and swamp on River- 
sville Road in Greenwich is within less 
than $3,000 of its goal. 

Emerson Stone, chairman of the project 
committee has announced that the 
preserve will be known as the John 
Sargent Woodland in memory of John 
Sargent, a long time resident of Gree 
wich and a devoted naturalist. Members 
of the Sargent family have made the 
matching gifts of all contributions to the 
project described in the last issue of the 
Oak Leaf. The Sargents have stated they 
will continue their matching gifts until the 
$40,000 goal is reached. This means that 
an additional $1,500 in gifts will complete 
the project. 


Tax deductible contributions to this 
project should be made payable to The 
Nature Conservancy marked ‘John 
Sargent Woodland” and mailed to our 
chapter office at 151 Brookdale Road, 
Stamford, Conn. 06903. 


Plans are being made for the Audubon 
Society to extend its trails through the 
John Sargent Woodland and act as 
caretakers of the preserve for the Nature 
Conservancy. It is hoped that this can be 
accomplished by the time the wild flowers 
Start to bloom next spring. 


Honey Huw Sancto ARy 
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The Honey Hill Sanctuary 


28.73 Lyme Acres 


Mrs. Ruth Hedlund Fraser of Un- 
casville, Conn., has given a 28.75-acre 
tract of land in Lyme to The Nature 
Conservancy. The property will be known 
as the Honey Hill Sanctuary. 

Dr. Richard Goodwin of our Connecticut 
chapter has worked with Mrs. Fraser in 
arranging the gift. Dr. Goodwin has held 
discussions with the Lyme School Board 
and the Principal relative to the use of the 


Gift of Mrs. Frasery 


Honey Hill Sanctuary for part of the Lyme 
Schools’ educational program. 

The land was at one time farmed, but 
has reverted to deciduous forest. A small 
Stream crosses the property and one 
section is of very rocky terrain. 

Mrs. Fraser’s generosity will be ap- 
preciated Uy future generations ag giving 
them a place to study and enjoy a natural 
Setting. 
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Conservancy Gift of Bird Island 


Rich in bird life, little Goose Island in 
Long Island Sound off Westport, was given 
by the Nature Conservancy on Aug. 27 to 
the Saugatuck Valley Audubon Society. 


Officials of the town, the Connecticut 
Chapter and Audubon joined in a 
ceremony of recording the change of 
ownership at the Westport Town Hall. 

G. William De Sousa, our Chapter 
chairman, said that the transfer was in 


Gifts Still Needed 
For Place Where 
Land, Sea Meet 


Nearly half of Connecticut’s wetlands 
are gone — consumed in a day by the 
bulldozer after taking 4,000 years to be 
built, earth scientists say, as a meeting 

ce of sea and land. But Cottrell Marsh, 
€ such wetland, is being saved. 

Part of an estuary on Long Island Sound 
€ast of Mystic, this Nature Con- 
servancy preserve consists of 45 acres of 
marsh and woodland. A developer had 
drawn plans to “reclaim” it for housing 
lots. A member of Nature Conservancy 
heard of its impending fate. Quick action 
prevented its destruction. 

Of $60,000 needed to seal its salvation, 
$1,600 needs to be raised. Members and 


keeping with Conservancy practice to 
seek highly qualified caretakers to protect 
important natural areas. 

Long an object of study by Audubon 
because of its bird life, Goose Island 
originally was given to Nature Con- 
servancy by the Carnegie Institution, 
Washington, D.C. 

Bud Schwartz, president of the Audubon 
Society, said that Audubon’s shallow-draft 
boat, ‘‘Conservator’’, will be used to study 


friends are encouraged to help complete 
this work “for always, and forever” as 
Charles A. Clark, former chairman of the 
Connecticut Chapter, phrased it while 
guiding William Longgood, prize-winning 
journalist and writer of a book on en- 
vironmental problems, through the 
marsh. 

An article in the Fall, 1970, issue of ‘“The 
Lamp”, published by the Standard Oil Co. 
of New Jersey and written by Mr. 
Longgood says: 

‘‘Without the estuaries that fringe the 
world’s continents, the life of the sea 
would diminish and possibly cease, for it 
is here that land and sea meet in a mar- 
velously intricate system and nourish one 
another.” 

‘‘The Lamp” has a 900,000 circulation. A 
gift of less than a half cent from each 
‘‘Lamp”’ reader, it has been noted, would 
complete the project. 
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to Audubon 


the ecology of the island and _ its 
surrounding waters. 

Old maps depict Goose Island as four 
acres in size. Deeds show only half an 
acre. Town officials said that some of the 
island lies under water at times. 


The little isle is east of Grassy Island, 
through which the Norwalk-Westport town 
line runs and south of Cockonoe Island, 
toward Calf Pasture Beach. 
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Curtis Family Donates 
Marsh to Conservancy 


Mr. and Mrs. Donald Curtis of Old 
Greenwich have given approximately a 
third of an acre of salt marsh in Green- 
wich Cove, Greenwich, to The Nature 
Conservancy. 

The land adjoins the salt marsh given to 
the Conservancy last year. It is a valuable 
addition to other Conservancy holdings on 
Greenwich Cove, G. William De Sousa, 
chairman of the Connecticut Chapter, 
pointed out. 

Tidal marshes are vitally important to 
marine ecology. Members of The Nature 
Conservancy have been carrying on ef- 
fective marshland preservation programs 
on both the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. 
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Petersen Gorge Completed: 
Land Conveyed to Ridge field 


In 1967 a Project Committee of con- 
servation minded citizens was formed in 
Ridgefield to preserve a 12-acre parcel of 
land. The project had the support of the 
Ridgefield Conservation Commission and 
school system. The land is close to the 
Ridgebury School and was acquired for 
use by the school in its natural science 
program. 


The land was purchased with a three- 
year loan, arranged by The Nature 
Conservancy and a fund raising program 
initiated to retire the loan. As soon as the 
Conservancy acquired the land it was 
made available to the Ridgebury School. 
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Trio of Projects 


To Increase Den 


There are now three projects in 
progress to add more land to our Devil’s 
Den Preserve, the largest Conservancy 
property in Connecticut. With these three 
additions the total acreage will exceed 
1,400 acres. 

A project committee in Weston is 
raising funds to buy a 17-acre tract of 
Swamp and woodland known as _ the 
Saugatuck Wild Life Refuge near the Pent 
Road entrance to the Den in Weston. 

Another project committee is active 
securing the funds to purchase 45 acres in 
Redding known as the Great Ledge, north 
of the Den property. 

Both of these projects are well started 
and the committees are working in their 
communities to secure the needed funds. 

The third project was initiated after the 
two already described. It involves an 18- 
acre connector strip needed to extend the 
Devil’s Den trails into the Great Ledge 
area in Redding. 

On this project help from outside the 


local communities will be appreciated. - 


Those wishing to contribute should send 
checks payable to The Nature Con- 
servancy, marked ‘‘Ledge Trail’’ to our 
chapter office or to Mr. Clifford 
Emanuelson, Director of The Devil’s Den, 
P.O. Box 1162, Weston, 06880. 


National Office: 


Chapter Chairman: 


1800 North Kent St. Suite 800, 
i Va. 22268 


G. William De Sousa 
21 Silver Brook Road 
Westport, Conn. 06880 


The school has developed an out- 
standing program to make use of the 
Preserve. 

Through contributions of conservation 
minded citizens and monies appropriated 
by the town of Ridgefield the loan has now 
been paid. The land is being conveyed by 
The Nature Conservancy to the Town of 
Ridgefield to be administered under the 
custody of the town Conservation Com- 
mission, 

The completion of this project on 
schedule is a fine example of what can be 
accomplished by cooperation between a 
town, its citizens and The Nature Con- 
servancy. 
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Fund Raising Begins 
For Buttermilk Falls 


A hemlock lined brook which cascades 
down 95 feet through a rocky gorge, 
Buttermilk Falls south of Terryville in the 
Town of Plymouth was described in the 
last issue of The Oak Leaf. 

The 12.6-acre preserve has been enjoyed 
by generations of hikers and naturalists 
through the forest of northern hardwoods 
and gray birch, where mountain laurel 
and wintergreen abound. The brook 
originates in what was known as Indian 
Heaven. Legend says hunting parties of 
red men used it as a camping ground. 

Fund raising is actively underway. 
More than $3,000 has been secured against 
a goal of $15,000 to complete the project. 


Contributions to this important preser- 
vation project should be addressed to The 


Nature Conservancy, c-o Mr. E. Philips 
Heath, Allentown Road, Terryville, Conn., 


06786. 


EAGLES, REDWOODS 
Because of the Nature Conservancy, a 
bald eagle rookery in Mason Neck, Va., a 
Short distance from the heart of the 
nation’s capital is not a _ housing 
development; a marsh island in Georgia 
will continue to provide shelter for 
migratory waterfowl; the prairie grouse 
prospers in Illinois; a 390-acre redwood 

grove in California is preserved. 
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Newsletter Editor: Newell Rogers 


Conn. Chapter Office: 151 Brookdale Rd. 
Stamford, Conn. 06903 


Any material 
be reprinted 


published in this Newsletter may 
led without permission; credit would 
be appreciated. 


The Editor invites any comments concerning, 
or articles for the Chapter Newsletter. 


Stamford Woods 
Saved for Posterity 


The Nature Conservancy has received a 
gift of a wooded tract in Stamford from 
Mrs. Samuel D. Bell. The nature preserve 
is in memory of Mrs. Bell’s late husband, 
and is known as Sam’s Woods. The 
property is over an acre of woods, con- 
sisting mainly of large white pines with 
some birch, maple, hemlock, dogwood 
and mountain laurel interspersed. 

In addition to the woods, the gift in- 
cludes a pedestrian easement from 
Soundview Avenue to the shore of Log 
Island Sound. 

In accepting the gift, G. William De 
Sousa, chairman of the Connecticut 
Chapter of The Nature Conservancy, 
noted the importance of preserving areas 
of natural beauty for scientific and 
educational purposes. 

‘‘Sam’s Woods is interesting,’’ he said, 
‘because it provides upland woods in 
close proximity to a small tidal salt 
marsh. We are most grateful to Mrs. Bell 
for her gift, and her thoughtfulness in 
preserving a beautiful natural area for 
many future generations to enjoy.” 


A Caretaker Committee under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Richard C. Sharp of 
Stamford has been formed and will grant 
permission to groups to visit Sam’s Woods 
for educational and conservation pur- 
poses. 


Gift Enlarges 
Squirrel Run 


The Squirrel Run nature preserve is 
growing, thanks to the generosity of 
conservation minded landowners. 

Mrs. Evrard A. Matthiessen has made a 
gift of four acres to enlarge the area, 
which is heavily wooded with 
predominantly red, black and white oak 
and some dogwood. 

In addition, Mr. Lawrence W. Loman, 
donor of the original Squirrel Run, has 
given one-tenth of an acre to connect the 
Matthiessen gift with the rest of the 
preserve. 

Laurel grows to 20 feet amid large rock 
outcroppings up to 100 feet, in the tract 
which now is nearly 14 acres in size. 


Box 26, 
Warren, Conn. 06754 


